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An Introduction

The practice of dialogue between different religious traditions is seen as a

fascinating challenge for our societies. For many Christian communities is a way to share the Love of God with others, a common path for the search of truth. But, at the same time, it can be a risky and complex exercise. Today believers and religious experts live in a time where looking on the plurality of religions as a subsidiary problem for their theology and practice is no longer possible. Therefore, thinking theologically about the

diversity of religions , entails the interpretation of the meaning and truth of one’s own religion by means of a critical investigation of other religious paths.

One way to avoid the looming incommensurability of cultural and religions traditions has been to shift from doctrinal aspects to the spiritual dimension within each religious tradition.  Spirituality may be seen as one of the key-factors of the Indian and European cultures.  That enabled Indians to accept and affirm the multi-religious and multi-cultural
diversities of their sub-continent, though, it is no secret, the creation of an inclusive India has come under severe threat in recent years.  Post-modernism in Europe seems to render religious affiliation and practice a

superfluous exercise but, at the same time, ascribe to the spiritual dimension new importance for the renewal of the oldest continent.

A careful reading of the socio-political and cultural-religious history of the subcontinent and Europe, will show that such negative forces have been at work earlier and continue to be active today.

In this international scenario the seminar brings together practitioners of interfaith dialogue from diverse continents who firmly believe that the different streams of spirituality within religions can become the creative sources: to foster inter-religious thinking and to help exploring those elements in their respective faith able to renew and unite human communities across religious and cultural borders.

Therefore, the seminar offers an opportunity to share and learn from one another and to change our perceptions and our practices. It sows interfaith seeds, which will spout and grow to enrich one’s own perspectives and mindsets in order to promote an inclusive society. (vasudaiva kutumbakam, insani biraderi, reign of God).

* * *

2nd January

Arrival

3rd January

7.00-7.30             Morning Interfaith Devotion (conducted by HMI staff)

7.30-8.30             Breakfast

9.00-9.30             Registration and Coffee

9.30-10.00           Welcome and Presentation of the seminar (Prof. Leo Fernando SJ)

10.00-11.00         Inaugural Address (Bishop Gee Varghese Mar Coorilose)

11.00-11.30         Clarification & Questions: Moderator: Rev Samuel Packiam PhD
11.30-12.30         A paper by Dr. Syed Zafar Manmood followed by discussion:

                            Moderator:P R John PhD

12.30                   Lunch

2.00-3.30            A paper by Reeta Bagci and Victor Edwin followed by discussion. 

3.30-4.00            Tea

4.00-5.30            5 minutes response by the three participants to the whole day & general discussion.

6.00-8.00            Cultural program (conducted by HMI staff)

8.00                     Supper

4th January

7.00-7.30            Morning Interfaith Devotion (conducted by HMI staff)

7.30-8.30            Breakfast

8.30-10.30          A paper by Dr. Farida Khannam and Prof. Ambrogio Bongiovanni

10.30-11.0          Coffee

11.00-12.30        A paper by Mr. Ali Akish and Bishop Surya Prakash followed by discussion.

                           Moderator:        Fr. Antony Thumma ?

12.30                  Lunch

2.00-3.30           A paper by Mohan Ramanan and Prof. Anand Amaladass SJ followed by discussion. Moderator: Prof. Gaetano Sabetta

3.30-4.00            Tea

4.00-5.30           5 minutes response by the six participants to the whole day & final discussion. Suggested respondents
